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HOMEMAKEES'  CHAT  TUESDAY ,  December  17,  1940 

(FOE  BEOADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEES . "     Information  from  the  Forest  Service  and  the 
Bureau  «f  Chemistry  and  Agricultural  Engineering,  U.  S.  D.  A. 
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More  Christmas  questions  come  out  of  the  mailbag  this  weeic.     Several  letters 
ask  how  to  have  a  Christmas  tree  that  won't  shed  its  needles  and  get  dry  and  "brown 
during  the  holidays.    A  couple  of  other  letters  ask  about  fire-proof  decorations 
for  the  Christmas  tree. 

Let  me  read  you  one  letter  from  a  lady  who  wants  a  non-shedding  Christmas 
tree.     She  writes:     "Please  tell  me  what  variety  of  evergreen  tree  holds  its  foliage 
longest  after  cutting.     The  trees  I  have  had  in  recent  years  begin  shedding  almost 
as  soon  as  we  get  the  Christmas  trimmings  on.     I  spend  my  time  during  the  holidays 
sweeping  up  needles." 

The  answer  to  this  letter  comes  from  scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service. 
They  say  balsam  fir  holds  its  needles  better  than  most  other  evergreens.  Spruce 
ranks  next  to  balsam  in  holding  its  foliage.     For  this  reason  and  also  because  of 
their  beautiful  dark  green  color  and  pleasant  fragrance,  balsam  and  spruce  are 
favorites  for  Christmas  trees. 

But  you  can't  buy  balsam  and  spruce  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  They 
are  for  sale  mostly  in  the  Northeast  or  the  Lake  States  near  where  they  grow.  Of 
course,   some  fir  and  spruce  trees  do  grow  in  the  South  and  West.     But  most  of  them 
grow  up  in  the  mountains  where  it  is  hard  to  get  them  out  to  market. 

In  the  South  the  scrub  nine  is  the  familiar  Christmas  tree.     In  the  West 
ledgepole  pine  and  Douglas  fir  are  the  usual  trees  for  Christmas  use.    On  the 
Pacific  Coast  the  majority  of  Christmas  trees  are  Douglas  fir.     In  parts  of  the 
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country  where  trees  are  scarce,  red  cedar  is  the  common  tree  for  Christmas.  Even 
in  States  where  other  evergreens  are  plentiful — States  like  Tennessee  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, people  often  choose  cedar  for  Christmas.     In  California  incense  oedar  and 
fir  are  often  cut  for  Christmas. 

So  you  see,  the  kind  of  tree  you  have  to  decorate  for  Christmas  depends  on 
where  you  live  and  what  your  markets  offer.     But  no  matter  what  variety  of  tree  you 
use,  you  can  do  a  good  deal  toward  keeping  it  fresh  and.,  .green,  and  keeping  the 
needles  from  dropping  "by  giving  the  tree  the  right  care.    Keeping  a  cut  tree  fresh 
is  very  much  like  keeping  a  cut  flower  fresh. 

First  of  all,  buy  as  fresh  a  tree  as  possible.     If  you  cut  your  own,  cut  it 
only  a  day  or  so  before  you  want  to  use  it.     Some  trees  for  the  Christmas  trade  are 
cut  as  early  as  October,  and  lie  around  the  markets  for  weeks <    Naturally,  these 
won't  stay  as  fresh  in  the  house  as  the  trees  cut  just  "before  Christmas. 

As  soon  as  you  get  the  tree  home,  set  the  cut  end  of  the  trunk  in  a  bucket 
of  water,  or  a  tub  of  very  moist  sand.    And  keep  the  tree  in  a  cool,  damp  place 
until  you  are  ready  to  bring  it  in  for  decorating. 

You  can  help  the  tree  draw  up  moisture  by  shaving  the  butt  end  of  the  trunk 
with  a  sharp  knife.     Even  better,  use  a  saw,  and  saw  off  the  trunk  on  the  slant. 
This  will  open  the  pores  and  allow  the  water  to  rise  in  the  stem.     If  your  tree  is 

small  enough  to  move  easily,  carry  it  to  a  cool  room  each  night.     That  will  help 

it  last  longer. 

There  are  certain  chemical  formulas  for  solutions  to  help  keep  your  tree 
fresh  and  green,  but  in  general  plain  fresh  water  and  a  little  care  are  almost  as 
effective,  and  a  lot  less  trouble. 

So  much  for  keeping  the  Christmas  tree  fresh.    Now  *bout  safe  trimmings  for 
the  tree.     The  second  letter  today  says:     "I  am  planning  to  use  a  good  deal  of 

loose  cotton  to  look  like  snow  on  our  Christmas  tree.  Is  there  some  simple  way  to 
fireproof  this  cotton?" 


Yes,  dip  or  spray  the  cotton  with  a  solution  of  3  parts  boric  acid  to  7  parte 
"borax  dissolved  in  water.    Use  3  ounces  of  powdered  boric  acid  and  7  ounces  of 
powdered  borax  in  2  quarts  of  water.    As  every  good  housekeeper  knows,  borax  and 
boric  acid  are  inexpensive  chemicals  that  won't  hurt  the  hands.     They  have  no  color 
so  they  do  not  change  the  appearance  of  the  cotton  or  any  cloth  dipped  in  the  solu-* 
tion.    And  used  in  this  3  to  7  mixture,  they  are  excellent  for  fireproof ing  uses 
around  the  home. 

Ey  the  way,  if  you  want  the  exact  directions  for  fireproof ing  rompers  for 
the  children,  aprons  or  other  clothing;  rugs  that  lie  before  open  fireplaces  or 
stoves;  curtains  near  stoves;  cloth  pot-lifters,  oriironing  board  covers — any  of 
these  things  that  will  add  safety  to  your  hone  if  they  are  fireproof,  just  write 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  free  bulletin  on 
fireproof ing  fabrics.     "Fireproof ing  Fabrics"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1786,     It  is 
free  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts.    And  you  get  it  by  sending  a  postcard  to  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

That's  all  the  questions  for  today.    Listen  for  more  on  Thursday. 


